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COMMUNITY NATURALIST PROGRAMS◄◄ 

CELEBRATE YOUR CHILD’S BIRTHDAY IN NATURE Celebrate your 
child’s next birthday at one of Aurora’s nature centers. Nature parties can 
accommodate up to 20 kids and will feature your child’s favorite local nature 
topics through fun games, educational activities and discovery time on the 
trail. Parties cost $85 for up to 3 hours (including set up and clean up) and are 
designed for children ages 4 to 12. 

BOY & GIRL SCOUT PROGRAMS Our naturalist-led programs connect 
your scouts to the natural world around them. These programs meet the 
requirements for a variety of badges and the Cub Scout World Conservation 
Award. Scout programs require a $2 per scout fee and a $20 deposit when the 
program is scheduled.

COMMUNITY & MEET-UP GROUPS Need a guest speaker for your garden 
club, Homeowners Association meeting, Rotary or other professional or social 
group? Aurora naturalists offer engaging and relevant presentations on topics 
people love to learn about and discuss. Programs take place at any of our 
nature centers or open space areas. Community programs have a fee of $25. 

SCHEDULING A PROGRAM Choose a topic(s) and select a date and time. 
We recommend having several dates selected because our schedule can fill up 
quickly. Programs can be held at one of our three nature centers or at one of 
our many open space areas. A minimum of 10 participants is required. Due to 
resource protection or limited facilities, some sites may have participant limits 
as low as 30 people. Remember that programs can be tailored to most special 
needs and interests. Ask for what you want!

iNATURALIST CITY NATURE CHALLENGE This year Aurora is participating 
in an international citizen science event we want you to be a part of! All you 
have to do is step outside and document the plants and wildlife you see using 
the iNaturalist mobile application or website. Metro areas compete against 
each other to see who can make the most observations in nature! Please 
join us in this exciting competition by getting outside and documenting what 
you see! Stop by for a drop-in training session at Senac Creek Nature 
Center for a crash course on how to use the iNaturalist platform on 
Saturday, March 28 at 10 a.m. No registration required.

OPEN SPACE PROGRAMS◄◄
CITY NATURE CHALLENGE HIKE Ages 8 and older 
Represent the city of Aurora in this City Nature Challenge! Starting as a 
competition between San Francisco and Los Angeles, these two cities dueled 
to see who could find and identify the greatest number species of animals, 
plants and insects in their parks, open spaces and other natural areas. Now, 
the City Nature Challenge has grown into a world-wide phenomenon! Join 
our Naturalist team for a casual/leisurely hike through Jewel Wetlands to 
participate in the 2020 City Nature Challenge.  
28435 Sun., April 26, 10-11 a.m.

FULL MOON HIKES Ages 8 and older 
Discover Aurora’s true nature under the light of the full moon and learn a little 
about its history during this guided nature hike. 
Pink Moon 
25189 Tues., April 7, 7:30-8:30 p.m. 
Pronghorn Natural Area

NATURE AT NIGHT Ages 2 and older 
Join us for a walk to see what’s out and about at night as the seasons change. 
Dress for the weather and bring your water bottle. 
Great Horned Owls 
25980 Fri., April 17, 8-9:30 p.m. 
Pronghorn Natural Area

MORNING BIRD WALKS Ages 8 and older 
Step out in the fresh air for a leisurely walk to sightsee for what birds are out 
and about. 
25967 Sat., March 14, 8 a.m. 
Ponderosa Preserve 
25969 Sat., May 9, 8 a.m. 
Pronghorn Natural Area

HIKING WITH ALL 5 SENSES Ages 10 and older 
Engage all of your senses on a guided hike led by Park Ranger and Certified 
Interpretive Guide, Chelsea Wilson, and learn tips and trick to making your 
nature walks even more enjoyable.  
26010 Sat., April 11 
26009 Sat., April 25 
Quincy Reservoir, 12:30-2 p.m.

NATURE HISTORY SERIES Ages 18 and older  
Appreciate the important roles topography, plants and animals play in our 
environment and how they’ve influenced history, folklore and culture during an 
enjoyable guided hike.  
28304 Devastation of the Dust Bowl 
Sun., Mach 1, 9-10:30 a.m. 
Pronghorn Natural Area

Registration is required for all programs, 
except for Star K Kids and Little Naturalists. 
To register for programs, call 303.326.8650 or visit AuroraGov.org/Nature. 
Children under 16 must be accompanied by a registered adult for all 
programs except Junior Rangers and school break programs. Programs 
may be canceled due to low registration or poor weather. For information, 
contact us at 303.326.8445 or nature@auroragov.org.



MORRISON NATURE CENTER 
AT STAR K RANCH◄◄ 

STAR K KIDS Ages 5 and younger 
Discover Aurora’s true nature through puppets, interactive activities & 
discovery time on the trail. No registration required. Every Thursday, 9:30 
a.m. and 11 a.m.  

JUNIOR NATURALISTS NEW & IMPROVED $5 per person per session 
Over the course of a year, both Junior Naturalists age groups dive into the 
unique aspects of Aurora streams and wetlands at different levels. Attendance 
is not required for every class, take one or take all! All Junior Naturalists study 
the same topics, tailored to specific age groups. 

JUNIOR NATURALILSTS Ages 6-8 
Where Land & Water Meet 
25253 Sun., March 8, 1-3 p.m.
Wee Wetland Microbes 
25597 Sun., April 12, 1-3 p.m.
Wetland Climatologists 
25619 Sun., May 10, 1-3 p.m.
ADVANCED JUNIOR NATURALISTS Ages 9-12 
Where Land & Water Meet 
25608 Sun., March 22, 1-3 p.m.
Wee Wetland Microbes 
25612 Sun., April 26, 1-3 p.m.
Wetland Climatologists 
25599 Sun., May 24, 1-3 p.m.

DAISY BETWEEN EARTH & SKY JOURNEY DAY Ages 5-8, $2 per scout 
(chaperone/parent welcome to stay, no charge.) 
Fulfill many of the requirements for your Between Earth & Sky Journey. 
Choose from a morning or afternoon session. 
26055 Sat., May 2, 10 a.m.–noon 
26056 Sat., May 2, 1-3 p.m.

NATURE AT NIGHT Ages 2 and older 
A guided walk to see what’s out and about at night as the seasons change. 
Dress for the weather and bring a water bottle. 
Changing Seasons 
25977 Fri., March 20, 7:45 p.m.

A BOTANICAL SURVEY OF THE KINGDOM OF MORRISON: A LARPING 
ADVENTURE TO DISCOVER AURORA’S NATIVE & NOT SO NATIVE 
FLORA Ages 13-17, $2 per person 
NEW! An educational and native plant LARPing adventure. Survey the Queen’s 
land to determine the botanical resource available and which invaders have 
infiltrated her majesty’s realm. Unbeknownst, the neighboring Kingdom of 
Ce’Ment, has sent scouts to determine the botanical wealth of Morrison. 
26054 Sun., May 10, 1-4 p.m.

FULL MOON HIKES Ages 8 and older 
Discover Aurora’s true nature under the light of the full moon and learn a little 
about its history during this guided nature hike. 
Flower Moon 
25185 Thurs., May 7, 8:15-9:15 p.m.

BIRDING 101 Ages 8 and old, $2 per person 
NEW! An intro session to learn basic techniques for bird identification followed 
by a birding hike. 
25212 Tues., May 26, 9-11 a.m.

BOTANICAL SERIES Ages 18 and older 
NEW! Discover the amazing plants present in Aurora and how they’ve been 
essential to our lives historically and in modern times.
Introduction to Identifying Plants Ages 18 and older, $2 per person 
Introduce yourself to botanical terminology and identification tips with a 
presentation followed by a plant walk. 
25214 Sun., April 19, 9-11 a.m.

MYSTERIES OF MIGRATION Ages 6 and older 
NEW! Explore the marvels and mysteries of migration while learning about 
which animals migrate to Aurora for spring and summer and which animals live 
here all year long. 

26057 Sat., March 7, 10-11 a.m.



SENAC CREEK NATURE CENTER 
AT AURORA RESERVOIR◄◄
When attending programs at Senac Creek Nature Center, reservoir 
entry is free with receipt of program registration. 

LITTLE NATURALISTS Ages 5 and younger 
Join us with your little ones for hand puppets, interactive activities and 
discovery time on the Aurora Reservoir trail. No registration required. 
Every Fri., 9:30-10:30 a.m.

SPRING BREAK NATURE FUN Ages 6-12, inclusive to all abilities. $10 per 
person per day 
Spend spring break with us exploring the water and wetlands at Aurora 
Reservoir! Choose to attend one, two or all three fun-filled days. 
26020 Tues., March 17 
26021 Wed., March 18 
26022 Thu., March 19 
9 a.m.-noon

FULL MOON HIKES Ages 8 and older 
Discover Aurora’s true nature under the light of the full moon and learn a little 
about its history during this guided nature hike. 
Worm Moon 
25128 Mon., March 9, 7-8 p.m.

NATURE AT NIGHT Ages 2 and older 
A walk to see what’s out & about at night as the seasons change.  
Night Sounds 
25986 Fri., May 15, 8:30 p.m.

BROWNIE WONDERS OF WATER JOURNEY DAY Ages 6-10, $2 per scout 
(chaperone/parent welcome to stay, no charge) 
Fulfill many of the requirements for your Wonders of Water Brownie Journey at 
Aurora Reservoir. Choose from a morning or afternoon session.
26058 Sat., May 16, 9 a.m.-noon 
26059 Sat., May 16, 1-3 p.m.

BOTANICAL SERIES Ages 18 and older, $2 per person 
NEW! Discover the amazing plants in Aurora and how they’ve been essential 
to our lives historically and today. 
Surprising Plant Relationships Learn about some of the fascinating 
relationships plants have with a wide array of other life forms. 
25216 Sun., May 17, 9-10:30 a.m.

MORNING BIRD WALK 
Ages 8 and older 
Join us for a scenic and serene 
morning to see what birds are out and 
about alongside fellow nature lovers. 
25965 Sat., April 11, 8:30-10 a.m.

FISH WITH A RANGER All ages 
Join Park Rangers at Aurora 
Reservoir to discover effective fishing 
techniques, learn regulations and 
master fish identification. All you need 
to bring is fishing tackle. Our rangers 
provide the techniques and rigging. 
26011 Sun., March 29 
26012 Sun., April 19 
26013 Sun., May 3 
26014 Sun., May 17 
Noon-2 p.m.

BOATING BASICS All ages  
NEW! Rangers will cover water craft selection, regulation requirements, 
weather considerations and more. 
25231 Sun., March 8, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

EARTH DAY CELEBRATION at AURORA RESERVOIR! 
All ages, inclusive to all abilities. 
Celebrate Earth Day at Aurora Reservoir! Enjoy guided nature hikes, bird 
walks, planting in the native plant garden, special presentations of LIVE 
raptors by HawkQuest, a 5k Fun Run, nature crafts and local earth-friendly 
organizations and vendors! 

Spend Earth Day celebrating spring, our beautiful planet and our backyard 
paradise! Entrance into the Reservoir is FREE for those coming to enjoy 
with us. Check in for all organized festivities outside Senac Creek Nature 
Center upon arrival.  
Earth Day Celebration 
26060 Sat., April 25, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
We encourage you to register for general admission (free) simply to let us 
know we can expect you!  
Earth Day 5k Fun Run $5 per person, ages 2 and younger free, 
registration required  
28759 Sat., April 25, 8:00- 9:30 a.m.
Spring Raptors with HawkQuest FREE! Ages 5 and older, registration 
required 
28762 (Session 1) Sat., April 25, 10-11 a.m.  
28763 (Session 2) Sat., April 25, 11:15- 12:15 p.m.

SPECIAL EVENT



PLAINS CONSERVATION CENTER◄◄
Registration is required for all programs and events through the 
Denver Botanic Gardens website at Botanicgardens.org. Click 
education; registration; Plains Conservation Center.

PRAIRIE PUP ADVENTURES Ages 3-5, $8 per person 
NEW! A hands-on, fun way to engage preschool aged children to learn about 
the animals, plants and people who call the prairie home. Each week we 
investigate a themed topic and learn through story, spend time exploring and 
create projects that get to be taken home. 
Every Tuesday, 9-10 a.m.

ASTRONOMY NIGHTS Ages 6 and older, $8 per person 
Join us to learn about the night sky through a scientific presentation followed 
by stories of mythology and folklore. 
Sights in The Spring Night Sky Spring constellations, galaxies, nebulas, visible 
planets & more! View several Hubble Space Telescope images that will amaze you. 
Fri., March 6, 6:30 p.m. 
Galaxies Galore All there is to learn about galaxies! What makes each galaxy 
different, when and where they were formed and their colossal collisions.  
Fri., April 3, 8 p.m. 
Wonder Women in Astronomy Discuss major unsung contributions of 
women within the field of Astronomy and how their accomplishments have 
shaped our understanding of the Universe as we know it. 
Fri., May 1, 8:30 p.m.

EARLY MORNING SUNDAY STROLLS All ages, $5 per person, ages 2 and younger free 
NEW! Immerse yourself in the scenic beauty and intriguing history of the high 
plains shortgrass prairie during this guided nature hike. 
March 29 
April 26 
May 31 
Sunday, 8-9:30 a.m.

SPRING PRAIRIE CAMPFIRE: STORIES OF REBIRTH & RENEWAL 
Ages 5 and older, $8 per person 
NEW! Join us for stories and science around the crackling campfire as we 
celebrate spring on the prairie. 
Fri., May 8, 7:30 p.m.

PRAIRIE BIRDING Ages 6 and older, $5 per person 
Stroll the open prairie and take in scenes of its beautiful array of plant and animal life as 
you search to spot resident birds. Whether you are new to birding or a seasoned pro, this 
is a great opportunity to meet other bird enthusiasts and enjoy the fresh prairie air. 
Sun., March 15, 9-10:30 a.m.

FULL MOON HIKES Ages 8 and older, $5 per person 
Discover Aurora’s true nature under the light of the full moon and learn a little 
about its history during this guided nature hike. 
Worm Moon 
Mon., March 9, 7-8 p.m. 
Pink Moon 
Tues., April 7, 7:30-8:30 p.m. 
Flower Moon 
Thurs., May 7, 8:15-9:15 p.m.

PRAIRIE WAGON TOUR All ages, $10 per person 
Take a ride back in time! Get to know the prairie in a whole new way on our 
ride across the plains. Watch for wildlife in the landscape and enjoy stops 
along the trail to learn about at the sod homes and tipi camp. Experience what 
it was like to be a homesteader and a Plains Native American living on the 
prairie in the 1800s.  
Select Saturdays, 10:30 a.m-12:30 p.m.
NEW! Now offering an afternoon/evening tour. To browse the calendar and 
register for the seasonal dates/times, visit catalog.botanicgardens.org.

PRAIRIE HOMESTEAD SELF-GUIDED TOUR All ages, $3 per person 
A self-guided tour of our historic sod village and tipi camp. Step back in time 
as you explore the replica of a 1880s prairie homestead village featuring 
authentic artifacts. We invite you to take a self-guided tour during our 
standard hours of operation. 

SCOUTS ON THE PRAIRIE 
NEW! We offer customizable, after-school or weekend, scout programs covering 
topics including the on-property Sod Homestead village, Cheyenne Camp and 
Prairie Ecology. These programs can be 
used to fulfill many different Girl & Boy 
Scout badges! Programs are available 
year-round and registration is required. 
For more information, email 
pccinfo@botanicgardens.org.

CHILDREN’S BIRTHDAY PARTIES 
NEW! Party packages include a guided 
program or activity for their special 
day! We provide everything you 
need to make your party a success 
while minimizing the impact on our 
environment by using sustainable, 
conservation minded products. All 
you need to bring is your child’s 
favorite food. For more party package 
information, contact pccinfo@
botanicgardens.org.



THE SCOOP ON SPRING IN AURORA:
WILD PARENTING◄◄
Wild parenting is often very different from human parenting. The sight 
of a young bird hopping on the ground or a quiet fawn curled in the shade often 
triggers a human want to intervene or help. While this urge is well intentioned, 
intervention in wild parenting techniques often causes more harm than good. 

Flightless hopping on the ground is a natural rite of passage for most 
young birds. Most birds leave the nest before they have mastered flight. 
This often means vulnerable time on the ground, hopping and attempting 
short bursts of flight without apparent success. Even if you don’t see them 
immediately, the parents are usually nearby, ready to feed and protect the 
fledgling as needed. Human intervention at this time puts unnecessary stress 
on both the young and the parents. The most important thing humans can do 
at this time is give the birds space and time to succeed, and keep cats and 
dogs away from fledglings. 

Wild babies are often left alone while parents take care of important 
business. Many young animals are adapted to spending time alone while 
parents hunt or forage for food. It is safer and more energy efficient for 
parents and young if the young stay behind during these potentially dangerous 
activities. If you see a fawn quietly curled up and alone, it is actually quite 
safe. Its camouflage, stillness and lack of scent can render it invisible to 
predators. Human intervention at this time can tip a predator off or cause 
unnecessary stress on parents and young. 

Don’t mess with a wild mom. It is never safe for a human to come between 
a wild mother and her babies. Respect wild families by maintaining a safe 
distance when observing. Never allow pets to play with or chase wild babies 
or parents. Never harass wildlife by disturbing known den or nest sites. Wild 
parents are more likely to show aggression towards humans or pets if they 
sense a threat to their young. 

Leaving wildlife alone is safer for humans and animals. There is always the 
chance that a wild animal is carrying a pathogen, tick or flea that can be passed 
on to humans or pets. Direct handling of wild babies can lead to human illness or 
serious injuries from scratches and bites caused by sharp teeth and claws. 

THE WILD NURSERY◄◄
There’s new life to celebrate! It’s baby season in wild Aurora. 
Pronghorn breed in mid-September and give birth to fawns (often twins) in 
late May, after a 7-8 month gestation period.
American Kestrels lay a clutch of 3-6 eggs in late April or early May. She 
is only able to produce eggs if she has enough food. If the kestrel prey base 
(small rodents, insects, and amphibians) is low during a particular year, kestrel 
females may not nest at all. 

White Tailed Deer give birth to one, two or sometimes three fawns between 
late April and early July. 

Raccoons between April and May, females give birth to 1-6 baby kits. 
Red Foxes have between 1-10 babies, called kits. These kits are usually born 
in a den between March and May and stay with their mothers for about 7 
months before they venture out on their own. 

American Robin lays three to five light blue eggs per clutch and can have as 
many as three clutches between April and July. 



AuroraGov.org/Nature

AURORA NATURE CENTERS

Morrison Nature Center 
at Star K Ranch 
16002 E. Smith Road • 303.326.8445
Wednesday-Friday, noon—4:30 p.m. 
Saturday-Sunday, 9 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 

Senac Creek Nature Center 
at Aurora Reservoir
5800 S. Powhaton Road • 303.326.8429
Wednesday-Friday, noon—4:30 p.m. 
Saturday-Sunday, 9 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 

Plains Conservation Center
21901 E. Hampden Ave. • 303.326.8380
Wednesday-Friday, noon—4:30 p.m. 
Saturday-Sunday, 9 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 

After a few weeks 
of construction,  

Morrison Nature Center 
has reopened! Stop by 

to see our newest improvements!

PHOTO SPOTLIGHT 

Photographer: Gretchen Baker 

Location: Morrison Nature Center 
at Star K Ranch

Info: Mule Deer doe with her twin 
fawns on a spring morning. 

Fun Fact: When fawns are born 
they essentially have no scent to 
them. This protects them against 
predators!  


